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m  Aiwil,  1895. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE, 

Oentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on 
the  health  of  Stafford  for  the  year  1894. 

The  death-rate  of  12*48  is  remarkable.  It  is  the 
lowest  of  any  year  on  record,  and  is  3*68  per  1000  below 
the  average  of  previous  years.  The  Zymotic,  Phthisis,  and 
Infantile  rates  are  all  considerably  below  the  average  ;  while 
at  the  same  time  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  hitherto 
steady  decline  in  the  Birth  Returns  has  at  last  been  arrested 
and  converted  into  an  increase.  The  amount  of  infectious 
disease  present  during  the  year  has  also  been  very  small.  You 
will  notice  that  the  figures  generally  are  the  lowest  of  any 
that  have  yet  been  presented  to  you. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


F.  IMILNES  BLUMER 


SECTION  I. 


SECTION  I. 


Vital  Statistics,  together  with  Remarks  on  the  Mortality 

during  the  year. 

Area. — The  Borough  of  Stafford  contains  an  area  of  Area 
1,084  acres. 

Population, — Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  the  population 
pojmlation,  including  the  Public  Institutions,  is  20,389, 
and  is  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Stafford  Borough . . 

•  • 

18,700 

County  Asylum  .  . 

978 

Workhouse 

261 

H.M.  Prison 

450 

Total  in  the  Institutions 

•  • 

1,689 

Total 

•  • 

20,389'-'^ 

The  population  gives  an  average  density  of  18 ’8 
j)ersons  per  acre. 


*  The  Corrected  Rates  are  reckoned  upon  a  population  of  19,056,  obtained 
by  deducting  1,333  from  the  total;  that  being  the  proportion  of  those  in  the 
Institutions  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Borough. 
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Births 


Deaths 


Death-rate 


Births.  — The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the 
year  was  643,  of  which  314  were  males  and  329  females. 
This  is  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  33-74  per  1000.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  the  steady  decline  in  the  returns, 
which  set  in  ten  years  ago,  has  been  arrested,  at  any  rate 
for  this  year,  and  from  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
numbers  are  higher  than  those  of  any  year  since  1887,  and 
also  than  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 


Table  shewing  Number  of  Births  from  1884  to  1894. 


Year. 

Males. 

F  emales 

Total. 

1884 

364 

328 

692 

1885 

343 

309 

652 

1886 

349 

322 

671 

1887 

330 

338 

668 

1888 

299 

291 

590 

1889 

311 

281 

592 

1890 

286 

282 

568 

1891 

334 

264 

598 

1892 

281 

314 

595 

1893 

290 

286 

576 

Yearly  A  ver- 
age  1884-93 

318-7 

301-5 

620-2 

1 894 

314 

329 

643 

Deaths, — The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  during 
the  year  was  401.  This  includes  225  males  and  176 
females,  and  gives  a  death  rate  of  19*66  per  1000.  Of  this 
number  of  deaths,  however,  163  were  those  of  persons  who 
did  not  belong  to  the  Borough  previous  to  their  admission 
into  one  or  other  of  the  Public  Institutions.  This  reduces 
the  number  of  Deaths  for  the  Borough  to  238,  and  gives  a 
Corrected  death  rate  of  12-48  per  looo. 

These  returns  are  remarkable;  the  “  corrected”  ones 
being  lower  than  those  of  any  previously  recorded  year, 
and  the  death  rate  3-69  below  the  average  of  the  eight 
preceding  years.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  year  was  16-6. 


Deaths. 
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Table  shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from 

1884  TO  1894. 


Year. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Non- 

Residents. 

Residents. 

Corrected 

Rate  per 
1000 

1884 

285 

245 

530 

144 

386 

1885 

274 

213 

487 

130 

357 

1886 

258 

208 

466 

131 

335 

17*71 

1887 

224 

167 

391 

121 

270 

13*68 

1888 

252 

182 

434 

110 

324 

16*97 

1889 

227 

246 

473 

138 

335 

17*04 

1890 

223 

174 

397 

124 

273 

14*13 

1891 

245 

184 

429 

139 

290 

15*48 

1892 

252 

199 

451 

131 

320 

16*84 

1893 

261 

222 

483 

151 

332 

17*54 

Yearly 

A  verage 

250T 

203*2 

453*2 

131*8 

321*4 

Average  for 
8  years 

1884-93 

16-17 

1894 

225 

176 

401 

163 

238 

12*48 

The  238  deaths  were  returned  in  Quarters,  thus  : —  ReTurns^^' 


1st  Quarter, 

1b 

Death  rate, 

15*74 

2nd  ,, 

60 

12*59 

3rd  „ 

46 

9*65 

•4  th 

b1 

11*96 

Average 

59*5 . 

Average 

12*48. 

Infantile  Mortality  . — There  were  74  deaths  of  infants  infantile 
under  a  j^ear  old,  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  115  per  1000 
registered  births.  In  the  previous  year  the  rate  was  168, 
and  the  average  for  the  ten  years  1884-93  was  133.  For 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was  137. 
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Table  shewing  the  Classified  Causes  of  Deaths  in 

EACH  OF  THE  FOUR  QUARTERS. 


qua 

rtees. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

TOTALS 

I.— Zymotic  Diseases— 

1. — Miasmatic  Diseases — 

(a)  Measles  . 

2 

2 

(b)  Typhoid  Fever . 

1 

1 

2 

(c)  Influenza  . 

1 

1 

2.— Diarrhoeal  Disease . 

1 

2 

3 

3. — Septic  Diseases — 

(a)  Erysipelas . 

2 

1 

3 

II.— Dietetic  Diseases . 

1 

1 

III.— Constitutional  Diseases— 

1. — Cancer  . 

1 

3 

4 

4 

12 

2.— Tabes  Mesenterica . 

2 

1 

3 

3. — Phthisis  .  . 

14 

17 

19 

13 

63 

4.  -  Tubercular  Meninjjitis  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5.— Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

0. — llheumatic  Fever . 

1 

1 

7. — Ansemia . 

1 

1 

2 

IV.— Developmental  Diseases— 

1. — Premature  Birth . 

4 

3 

4 

3 

14 

2. — Congenital  Malformation . 

2 

2 

3.— Old  Age . 

8 

17 

10 

7 

42 

V.— Local  Diseases— 

1.— Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System . 

32 

30 

19 

25 

lOG 

2. —  „  „  Circulatory  System  ... 

8 

11 

10 

G 

35 

3. —  ,,  ,,  Pespiratory  System  ... 

23 

8 

8 

9 

48 

4. —  ,,  •  Digestive  System  . 

2 

/ 

2 

5 

IG 

5. —  ,,  ,,  Urinary  System . 

2 

5 

1 

2 

10 

6. —  „  ,,  Reproductive  System... 

1 

1 

2 

7.—  ,,  ,,  Integumentary  System 

1 

1 

2 

8. —  „  Bones  and  Joints  . 

1 

1 

1 

O 

o 

VI.— Violence— 

1. — Accident . 

3 

1 

4 

8 

2. — Suicide  . 

1 

1 

VII.— Ill-Defined  Causes . 

1. — Marasmus  and  Atrophy  . 

O 

o 

1 

7 

11 

2.— Other  causes  ill-defined . 

1 

1 

Total  . 

112 

108 

87 

94 

401 

Table  Skewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  the  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Ten  Years 

1884  to  1893,  and  in  the  Year  1894. 
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Zymotic  Death-rate  (including  Diarrhoea)  in  1894=-31  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
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Zymotic 

Diseases 


Phthisis 


Developmental 

Class 


Local 

Diseases 


I. — Zymotic  Diseases. 

Miasmatic  Diseases, — Only  3  deaths  (corrected)  from 
the  Common  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  recorded,  com- 
jiared  with  13  in  the  previous  year,  and  18-3,  the  yearly 
average,  during  the  preceding  decennium.  Measles  caused 
2  of  them,  and  Typhoid  Fever  1.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria. 

DiarrhOBa  caused  only  3  deaths,  compared  with  14  in 
the  previous  year  ;  and  they  were  all  of  infants  under  a 
year  old. 


III. — Constitutional  Diseases. 

Phthisis. — Last  year  I  reported  a  mortality  from 
Phthisis  of  26,  which  was  lower  than  had  been  recorded 
for  many  years.  This  year  it  is  still  lower,  24  deaths 
(corrected)  having  occurred,  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of 
1'25  per  1000. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Pate 
per  1000 

1886 

46 

2-43 

1887 

37 

1-87 

1888 

37 

1-93 

1889 

35 

P83 

1890 

45 

2-33 

1891 

27 

1-44 

1892 

31 

1*63 

1893 

26 

P37 

1894 

24 

1-25 

I V. — De  velo'pmenial  Class. 

There  have  been  58  deaths  in  this  class,  as  against  66 
in  the  previous  year,  14  being  ascribed  to  Premature  Birth, 
42  to  Old  Age,  and  2  to  Congenital  Malformation. 

V. — Local  Diseases. 

This  class  of  disease  has  caused  222  deaths,  compared 
with  263  in  the  previous  year.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System  caused  107  ;  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 


Infectious  Diseases. 


1  1 


35  ;  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  48  ;  Diseases  of 
the  Digestive  System,  15  ;  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Sj^stem, 

10  ;  and  other  diseases,  7. 

SECTION  II.  SECTION  II. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.— Compared  Notification  of 
with  previous  years,  there  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases.  There  have 
been  only  47  notified,  as  against  236  in  the  preceding  year, 
and  114  and  146  in  the  years  1892  and  1891.  If  we 
deduct  the  23  Erysipelas  cases,  we  have  the  remarkably 
low  number  of  24  for  the  Infectious  Fevers.  Diphtheria 
has  been  entirely  absent  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  there 
has  been  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  during  the  past  three 
years. 


Notified 

Isolated. 

Percentage 

Isolated 

Smallpox . 

1 

1 

100 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

13 

13 

100 

Typhoid  Fever 

9 

4  (in 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Infirmary) 

Erysijielas  .... 

23 

Smallpox. — The  single  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  Smallpox 
the  Prison,  and  was  that  of  a  man  who  had  been 
transferred  from  Birmingham  during  the  incubation  period 
of  the  disease.  He  was  admitted  into  the  Smallpox 
Hospital,  and  no  fresh  case  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  only  13  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever 
this  fever,  compared  with  170  in  the  jirevious  year.  This 
low  figure  is  accounted  for  partly  by  the  fact  that,  through 
the  epidemic  of  the  X->i'eceding  two  years,  a  large  number 
of  children  had  become  jirotected,  but  chiefly  because 
jirom^it  isolation  was  adojited  in  every  case,  with  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  premises  and  clothing.  As  evidence  of  the 
advantage  of  early  isolation,  I  would  mention  that  the 
removal  of  the  patient  in  all  instances  saved  the  other 
members  of  the  family  from  contracting  the  disease.  There 
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Typhoid  Fever 
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Fever 


Measles 


Uninhabitable 

Houses 


Lodging 

Houses 


Vaccination 

Statistics 


was  not  a  single  instance  during  tlie  year  of  a  second 
member  of  a  household  having  Scarlet  Fever  ;  and  such  a 
result  could  not,  I  feel  sure,  be  brought  about  by  any 
other  line  of  treatment. 


Typhoid  Fever. — There  were  9  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
compared  with  39  in  the  previous  year,  and  51  in  1892. 
One  of  the  cases  was  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  the 
County.  The  remaining  eight  were  isolated  cases,  and  in 
none  of  them  could  I  satisfy  myself  that  the  disease  was 
the  outcome  of  any  local  sanitary  defect. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  occurred  which  proved 
fatal.  The  woman  in  attendance  was  suspended  from 
work  for  a  month,  and  her  clothing  was  disinfected. 


Measles. — This  disease  appeared  in  an  epidemic  form 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  quarter,  and  necessitated  the 
closing  of  St.  Thomas’s  Schools,  and  the  Infants’  Depart¬ 
ment  of  St.  Paul’s  and  Eowley  Street.  The  type  of  disease 
was  not  so  severe  as  in  the  year  1889,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  only  two  deaths  occurred  from  Measles,  compared 
with  20  in  the  year  1889. 

Uninhabitable  Houses. —  Seven  houses  were  reported  as 
being  in  such  a  condition  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Four  of  these  were  closed,  and  the  remaining 
ones  had  the  necessary  alterations  carried  out  so  as  to 
render  them  habitable. 


Lodging  Houses. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1 
made  an  inspection  of  all  the  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and 
presented  an  exhaustive  report  on  the  subject.  The 
various  defects  and  irregularities  were  detailed,  and  my 
recommendations  for  the  better  management  of  these  houses 
were  fully  set  forth  in  it.  I  need  not  therefore  refer  to 
the  subject  here. 

Vaccination  Statistics.  — The  subjoined  figures  apply 
to  the  whole  of  the  Stafford  Union,  but  they  serve  as  an 
index  of  how  the  provisions  of  the  Yaccination  Act  are 
being  carried  out. 


Dr-siNTECTioisr, 


Number  of  Births  in  1893  was .  859 

Successfully  Yaccinated .  703 

Dead  Unvaccinated  .  82 

Insusceptible  . .  9 

Postponed  .  21 

Removed  to  districts  unknown  ....  39 
Not  Vaccinated .  5 


Disinfoction  of  premises  and  clothing'  has  been  Disinfection 
efficiently  carried  out  during  the  year,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact — to  which  I  have  already  drawn  attention — that  there 
has  been  no  recurrence  of  infectious  disease  in  a  household 
after  the  patient  had  been  removed.  The  new  Washington 
Lyon  apparatus  works  most  satisfactorily. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  —Appended  hereto  is  a  table  Sanitary 
giving  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department.  The  notices  which  were 
issued  to  abate  the  various  nuisances  are  set  forth  in  it, 
as  well  as  the  number  of  inspections  made.  The  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  Bake-houses,  Cow-sheds,  Dairies,  and  Milk-shops, 
have  been  visited  regularly. 

The  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  are  appended. 


F.  MILNES  BLUMER. 
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SuMMAiiY  OF  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances’  Department  during  the  year  1894,  in  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Stafford. 


Inspections 

and 

Formal 

Nuisances 

Notices  by 

Abated  after 

tions. 

Authority. 

Notice. 

f  Foul  Conditions 

5 

5 

5 

Dwelling-houses  j  Structural  Defects 

13 

13 

13 

and  Schools,  j  Overcrowding 

5 

5 

5 

(  Unfit  for  Habitation. . 

5 

5 

5 

Lodging-houses  .  . 

15 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

62 

Cowsheds  .  . 

62 

Bakehouses 

97 

Slaughter-houses  . . 

133 

Ashpits  976,  Privies  310  .  . 

Tub  Collection  183,758  .  . 

1286 

Water  Closets 

8 

8 

8 

tt  T'k  •  ( Defective  Traps 

House  Drainage  | 

29 

7 

29 

7 

29 

i 

Water  Supply 

264 

Animals  improperly  kept 

6 

6 

6 

Other  Nuisances  . . 

12 

12 

12 

Totals  . . 

2009 

9C 

90 

Seizures  of  Unwliolesome  Food 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Nos. 

1 

264 

264 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  . .  .  .  52 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  . .  ,  .  10 


(A)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1894,  in  the  Stafford  Urban  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Locahttes. 

Mortality  from  subjoinp:d  Causks  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics;  Public 
Institutions  being  shewn  as  separate 
Localities. 


(a) 


Stafford  Borough 


County  Asylum 


Workhouse 


Infirmary 


H.M.  Prison 


Totals 


Mortality  from  all  Causes, 

AT  Subjoined  Ages. 


rt* 


CTQ 

CD 

cn 


{^) 


203 


136 


27 


34 


401 


d 

s 

p  , 

CD 


CD 

P 


(^) 


73 


74 


p 

t— 

p- 

p 


CD 

Cn 


(d) 


16 


2 


18 


p 

I— ( 

P- 


P^ 

CD 


(e) 


10 


Cn 

P 


P 

P^ 

CD 

to 

(/) 


to 

a< 

p 

a 

P^ 

P 

P 

p^ 

CD 

•-j 

05 

Cn 

{9) 


8 


16 


55 


95 


11 


20 


2 


183 


C5 

Oi 

P 

P 

P- 

P 

P 

P- 

03 

(h) 


45 


35 


14 


•  •  •  • 


100 


Under  5 
5  upwds. 


Under  5 
5  upwds. 


Under  5 
5  upwds* 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 


Under  5 
5  upwds. 


Under  5 
5  upwds. 


Fevers. 

1 

1— 1 

1 

j 

B 

P 

O 

M 

1  Ti 

c.  S' 

P 

b  ' 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Continued. 

M 

tr^ 

P 

Pi 

CO 

1“'  • 

p 

crq 

Puerperal. 

i 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

O  hJ 

2  5 

^  Cl 
CSC  p; 

.  *  . 

^  p' 

cr:; 

^  ^  • 

v: 

cr.  P 

rt  P 

■  ^ 

hr*  ^ 

^  P 
CD  P 

.  ** 

'  • 

O 

Ague. 

Plithisis. 

1— J 

P-  P  '-i 
C  C 

P  P 
(Z  ^  “ 

^  O  • 

^  p 

S’  s* 

<<  r  • 

Heart 

Disease. 

Injuries. 

All  other 
Diseases. 

Total. 

1 

0 

3 

4 

5 

1 

6 

1 

! 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

1 

2 

2 

2 

21 

•  •  •  • 

2 

59 

89 

•  •  •  • 

1 

3 

1 

•  •  •  • 

17 

13 

16 

2 

61 

114 

37 

8 

12 

•  •  •  • 

/8 

13o 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

•  •  •  • 

20 

26 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

4 

14 

32 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

21 

3 

60 

92 

•  •  •  • 

2 

3 

1 

61 

2j 

35 

6 

174 

309 

1 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district 
among  persons  belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district 
among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 

j 

Under  5 
5  uDwds. 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Under  5 

F%  iirkYcrift 

1 

1 

1 

91 

2 

161 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

2 

2 

8 

109 

42 

40 

10 

19 

1 

(B)  Table  of  Population  ^  Births^  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness^  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Healthy  during  the  year  1894,  Stafford  Urban  District ;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  ^g^^i 

Localities. 


Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

Nkw  Cases  of 

Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

THE 

/ 

N  umber  of  such  cases 
llernoved  from  their 
Homes  in  the  several 
Localities  for  Treat¬ 
ment  in  Isolation 
Hospital. 

n 

Estimated  to 
middle  of  1894. 

Pegistered  Births 

Fevers. 

Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  ;  Public 
Institutions  being  shewn  as  separate 
r  localities. 

!ensus,  1891. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Enteric 
or  Typhoid 

'  Continued. 

Pelapsing. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

i 

1 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria. 

(«) 

{b) 

(«) 

w 

(^) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

2 

3 

Stafford  Borough . 

18545 

18700 

643 

9 

5 

1 

13 

9 

Under  5 

•  •  •  • 

County  Asylum . 

982 

978 

5  upwds. 

1 

J  J 

Workhouse . 

254 

261 

2 

Infirmary  . 

Included 

in 

2 

4 

9 

o 

Borough. 

Under  5 

•  •  t  • 

H.M.  Prison  . . . 

498 

450 

5  upwds. 

1 

1 

Totals . 

20279 

20389 

643 

1 

13 

9 

1 

23 

1 

11 

•  »  •  • 

I 


t 

b 


{ 


